
RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARD
Spurring job creation by investing in homegrown energy across Minnesota

  For more information contact Allen Gleckner, Fresh Energy, at (651) 726-7570 or gleckner@fresh-energy.org. 

BACKGROUND
In 2007, a broad bipartisan effort passed Minnesota’s first 
Renewable Energy Standard. It required Minnesota’s utilities 
to generate at least 25 percent of their power using renewable 
sources by 2025. Since then, the price of solar and wind energy 
has plummeted, dropping 78 and 58 percent respectively. That has 
led to a dramatic increase in jobs associated with manufacturing, 
constructing, maintaining, and operating these energy installations. 
Property taxes have also been held down in rural counties thanks in 
large part to the Wind Energy Production Tax, which has paid out over 
$50 million to counties, schools, cities, and townships. 

ThE PROBlEM 
The good news: Minnesota utilities are already on track to meet, and in some cases exceed, the current Renewable 
Energy Standard. The bad news: if the legislature doesn’t send a clear market signal that Minnesota wants more 
investment in homegrown energy, the development and jobs might simply migrate to other states, leaving Minnesota 
consumers with the volatile pricing of imported energy sources. 

ThE SOlUTION 
By passing an updated Renewable Energy Standard, the legislature 
would be sending a clear market signal to developers, businesses, 
and communities across Minnesota that we want to continue to be 
a leader for clean energy jobs not only in the Midwest, but also the 
country. A Renewabe Energy Standard of 40 percent by 2030 will also 
save money for Minnesota consumers by helping to lock in the price of 
these fuel-free energy sources for the next several decades. 

ThE BENEFITS 
homegrown, clean energy is the right way to go for Minnesota’s energy needs and a Renewable Energy Standard is the 
way to get there. An improved RES has the following benefits: 

•	Jobs: Minnesota already has over 15,000 clean energy jobs (according to a recent DEED report) in 
communities across Minnesota. An updated RES will create even more. 

•	Energy	Independence: Right now, Minnesota spends $18 billion to import energy every year. Rather than 
boosting the economies of North Dakota and the Middle East, clean energy keeps our dollars in Minnesota. 

•	Customer	savings: locking in fuel-free, low-cost clean energy will save customers money in the long run. 
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