
When we have something we 

love, its protection is worthy of 

investment. Our lakes, rivers, 

prairie lands, forests, wildlife, 

parks, trails and more contribute to 

Minnesota’s economy, the health 

of our families and our treasured 

Minnesota way of life. That’s why 

we must maintain traditional levels 

of funding to our Great Outdoors, 

and uphold the language of the 

Clean Water, Land and Legacy 

Amendment, which states:

“money under this section must 
supplement traditional sources of 
funding for these purposes and may 
not be used as a substitute.”
– Article XI, Section 15 of the Minnesota Constitution

Our coalition of nonprofits is dedicated to three principles 

to help state leaders make funding decisions that are in 

line with the Minnesota Constitution. 

• We must reverse the disproportionate cuts to the

environment and conservation programs and renew

the state’s commitment to regaining the traditional

1% share of the total state general fund budget for

our Great Outdoors.

• Capital investments for Minnesota’s Great Outdoors

must be maintained at a level at least equal to the

10-year average of 22% of total general obligation

bonds authorized.

• Statutorily dedicated funds for Minnesota’s Great

Outdoors cannot be raided to pay for other

budget items.

Minnesotans cherish our natural resources and take 

pride in our outdoor heritage. Over the years, Minnesota 

Environmental Partnership and our member organizations 

have fought for laws that strengthen our ability to protect 

our land, water and air. These laws provide the bedrock 

of Minnesota’s environmental policy. As 

our coalition moves forward with our 

priority issues we will continue our work 

of defending existing laws from being 

weakened or repealed.  

These include:

Clean Energy — Implementing sound 

energy policies that increase our use 

of renewable energy sources, provide 

incentives to utilities to promote energy 

efficiency and achieve our goal of 

reducing Minnesota’s global warming 

pollution 80% by 2050. This includes maintaining the 

moratorium on construction of new nuclear reactors and 

coal plants.

Minnesota Environmental Policy Act — Maintaining 

Minnesota’s environmental review standards, which 

protect our Great Outdoors and our communities from 

avoidable harm caused by poorly thought-through 

projects and decisions.  

Clean Water — Defending clean water laws and regula-

tions so that we can restore and protect our lakes, rivers, 

streams, wetlands and ground water, not weaken the laws 

or lower the pollution standards so that tainted water is 

reclassified by the state as clean. 

Wetlands — Defending Minnesota’s Wetland Conser-

vation Act to avoid, minimize and mitigate the impacts of 

wetland-destroying projects. Minnesotans expect leaders 

to maintain or improve – not weaken – current wetlands 

law, and to ensure that mitigation projects and policy are 

based on the best science available.

Community and Township Rights — Protecting the core 

democratic principle of community and township rights 

that allow local communities to enact planning and zoning 

ordinances that are stronger that state regulations. This 

ensures that proposed developments benefit the area and 

do not harm neighbors and the local environment.

Chart data courtesy of Conservation Minnesota.
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